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The songs combine extreme simplicity of form with complex and mysterious meanings. To begin to
understand them, it is helpful to know something of the enigmatic man who described himself as 'Author &
Printer W Blake' on their title-page. Blake's father was a hosier, and all his life Blake supported himself as a
small, independent craftsman-printer and illustrator. He was apprenticed to an engraver in Covent Garden,
began exhibiting paintings at the Royal Academy when twenty-three, and two years later married Catherine
Boucher, the beautiful young daughter of a market-gardener, whom he taught to read, mix paint, and prepare
plates. Her small, undulating figure seems to haunt many of his drawings. The marriage was childless (a
significant fact, since the Songs were addressed to children), but very happy, and despite periods of poverty
and depression, the household attracted many friends and later 'disciples', including the painter Samuel
Palmer. In literary terms, Blake conceived the Songs in a popular genre of illustrated children's books and
hymnals, which had a highly conventional eighteenth-century tradition behind it. Part One, Songs of
Innocence, largely conforms to this tradition, set in a sunlit, pastoral world of nursery, garden and village-
green. Its central ideas are those of joy, comfort, tenderness and parental or divine security; though not
exclusively so. Part Two, Songs of Experience, largely subverts the tradition, set in a darker, more dreamlike
version of the same landscape, with nightmare intimations, glimpses of forests and shadowy city streets, a
sense of twilight and nightfall, and menacing animal and insect shapes. Here the central ideas are those of
anger, jealousy, anxiety, cruelty, injustice and an overwhelming protest against the unhappiness in the world.
Both parts draw on a vivid, hard-edged repertory of biblical and nursery book images.
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From reader reviews:

David Eaton:

The particular book Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Julie Gooch:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience.

John Montes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Sheila Messina:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. That Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Blake's Songs of Innocence & of Experience.
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