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To consider comedy in its many incarnations is to raise diverse but related questions: what, for instance, is
humour, and how may it be used (or abused)? When do we laugh, and why? What is it that writers and
speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke, indulge in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage irony?

This Very Short Introduction explores comedy both as a literary genre, and as a range of non-literary
phenomena, experiences and events. Matthew Bevis studies the classics of comic drama, prose fiction and
poetry, alongside forms of pantomime, comic opera, silent cinema, popular music, Broadway shows, music-
hall, stand-up and circus acts, rom-coms, sketch shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons.

Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to The Office, from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day, Bevis
also considers comic theory from Aristotle to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic achievements have
resisted as well as confirmed theory across the ages.

This book takes comedy seriously without taking it solemnly, and offers an engaging study of the comic
spirit which lies at the heart of our shared social and cultural life.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Gardner:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

David Goodspeed:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Comedy: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with all the book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Deborah Walker:

This Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring when you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Helene Anderson:

This Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Comedy: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by



anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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