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“Hawthorne gives readers an impartial picture of the difficulties of running a profitable company
while trying to maintain a positive corporate belief system…Highly recommended.”—Library Journal,
starred review

Consumers are told that when they put on an American Apparel t-shirt, leggings, jeans, gold bra, or other
item, they look hot. Not only do they look good, but they can also feel good because they are helping US
workers earn a decent wage (never mind that some of those female workers have accused their boss of sexual
harassment). And when shoppers put on a pair of Timberlands, they feel fashionable and as green as the pine
forest they might trek through—that is, until they’re reminded that this green company is in the business of
killing cows. But surely even the pickiest, most organic, most politically correct buyers can feel virtuous
about purchasing a tube of Tom’s toothpaste, right? After all, with its natural ingredients that have never
been tested on animals, this company has a forty-year history of being run by a nice couple from Maine . . .
well, ahem, until it was recently bought out by Colgate.
 
It’s difficult to define what makes a company hip and also ethical, but some companies seem to have hit that
magic bull’s-eye. In this age of consumer activism, pinpoint marketing, and immediate information,
consumers demand everything from the coffee, computer, or toothpaste they buy. They want an affordable,
reliable product manufactured by a company that doesn’t pollute, saves energy, treats its workers well, and
doesn't hurt animals—oh, and that makes them feel cool when they use it. Companies would love to have
that kind of reputation, and a handful seem to have achieved it. But do they deserve their haloes? Can a
company make a profit doing so? And how can consumers avoid being tricked by phony marketing?
 
In Ethical Chic, award-winning author Fran Hawthorne uses her business-investigative skills to analyze six
favorites: Apple, Starbucks, Trader Joe’s, American Apparel, Timberland, and Tom’s of Maine. She attends
a Macworld conference and walks on the factory floors of American Apparel. She visits the wooded
headquarters of Timberland, speaks to consumers who drive thirty miles to get their pretzels and plantains
from Trader Joe’s, and confronts the founders of Tom’s of Maine. More than a how-to guide for daily
dilemmas and ethical business practices, Ethical Chic is a blinders-off and nuanced look at the mixed bag of
values on sale at companies that project a seemingly progressive image.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

The book Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We Love can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Ethical
Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We Love? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We Love has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jaclyn Davis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
publication untitled Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We Love can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Anthony Flowers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the
Companies We Think We Love that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you could pick Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We Love become your own
personal starter.

Gretchen Meehan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Ethical Chic: The Inside Story of the Companies We Think We
Love was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to



get book that you simply wanted.
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