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In a series of powerful strokes, the music of Beethoven’s last years redefined his legacy and enlarged the
realm of experience accessible to the creative imagination. Maynard Solomon’s Late Beethoven investigates
the phenomenon of the final phase, focusing especially on the striking metamorphosis in Beethoven’s system
of beliefs that began early in his fifth decade and eventually amounted to a sweeping realignment of his
views of nature, antiquity, divinity, and human purpose.

Using the composer’s letters, diaries, and conversation books, Solomon traces Beethoven’s attraction to a
constellation of heterogeneous ideas, drawn from Romanticism, Freemasonry, comparative religion, Eastern
initiatory ritual, Mediterranean mythology, aesthetics, and classical and contemporary thought. Through
these often arcane sources, Beethoven gained access to a vast reservoir of imagery and ideas with the
potential to expand music’s expressive and communicative reach. This "multitude of productive images,"
writes Solomon, "provided kindling for the blaze of his imagination."

Late Beethoven is a rich tapestry of original perspectives on Beethoven’s music. Solomon sees the Seventh
Symphony as a deployment of the rhythms of antiquity in an effort to revalidate the premises of the Classical
world; the Ninth as an essay on the prospects and limits of affirmative, monumental endings; and the
"Diabelli" Variations as a doorway to the universe of metaphoric significances that attach to beginnings. In
the Violin Sonata in G, op. 96, Solomon finds a restoration of the full range of pastoral experience that the
ancient poets had known. In the Grosse Fuge he locates issues of fragmentation and reassembly, and he
suggests that pivotal passages of the last sonatas evoke sacred states of being.

These stimulating perspectives illuminate the inner world within which Beethoven dwelled during his last
fifteen years and the ways in which his thought and music may be interrelated. Written in accessible and
eloquent prose, and with numerous music examples, Late Beethoven is a serious contribution to
understanding this miraculous quantum leap in Beethoven’s creative evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Late Beethoven:
Music, Thought, Imagination, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Billie Sneed:

The book untitled Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Dedra Clark:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Late Beethoven: Music, Thought,
Imagination is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Lee Witherspoon:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Late
Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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