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Unraveling a twenty-five-year tale of multiple murder and medical deception, The Death of Innocents is a
work of first-rate journalism told with the compelling narrative drive of a mystery novel. More than just a
true-crime story, it is the stunning expose of spurious science that sent medical researchers in the wrong
direction--and nearly allowed a murderer to go unpunished.

On July 28, 1971, a two-and-a-half-month-old baby named Noah Hoyt died in his trailer home in a rural
hamlet of upstate New York. He was the fifth child of Waneta and Tim Hoyt to die suddenly in the space of
seven years. People certainly talked, but Waneta spoke vaguely of "crib death," and over time the talk faded.

Nearly two decades later a district attorney in Syracuse, New York, was alerted to a landmark paper in the
literature on Sudden Infant Death Syndrome--SIDS--that had been published in a prestigious medical journal
back in 1972. Written by a prominent researcher at a Syracuse medical center, the article described a family
in which five children had died suddenly without explanation. The D.A. was convinced that something about
this account was very wrong. An intensive quest by a team of investigators came to a climax in the spring of
1995, in a dramatic multiple-murder trial that made headlines nationwide.

But this book is not only a vivid account of infanticide revealed; it is also a riveting medical detective story.
That journal article had legitimized the deaths of the last two babies by theorizing a cause for the mystery of
SIDS, suggesting it could be predicted and prevented, and fostering the presumption that SIDS runs in
families. More than two decades of multimillion-dollar studies have failed to confirm any of these widely
accepted premises. How all this happened--could have happened--is a compelling story of high-stakes
medical research in action. And the enigma of familial SIDS has given rise to a special and terrible irony.
There is today a maxim in forensic pathology: One unexplained infant death in a family is SIDS. Two is very
suspicious. Three is homicide.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Death of
Innocents: A True Story of Murder, Medicine, and High-Stakes Science is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kimberly Dyson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Death of Innocents: A True Story of Murder, Medicine, and High-Stakes Science.

Judith Carter:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. The Death of Innocents: A True Story of Murder, Medicine, and High-Stakes Science can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Sheila Rivera:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Death of Innocents: A True Story of Murder,
Medicine, and High-Stakes Science was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Death of Innocents: A True Story of Murder, Medicine, and High-Stakes Science has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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