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As ancient literature and a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the New Testament has exerted a powerful
religious and cultural impact. But how much do we really know about its origins? Who were the people who
actually wrote the sacred texts that became part of the Christian Bible? The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction authoritatively addresses these questions, offering a fresh perspective on the underpinnings of
this profoundly influential collection of writings.
In this concise, engaging book, noted New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson takes readers on a
journey back to the time of the early Roman Empire, when the New Testament was written in ordinary Greek
(koine) by the first Christians. The author explains how the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and Revelation
evolved into the canon of sacred writings for the Christian religion, and how they reflect a reinterpretation of
the symbolic world and societal forces of first-century Greco-Roman and Jewish life. Equally important,
readers will find both a positive and critical reading of the New Testament--one that looks beyond its
theological orientation to reveal an often-surprising diversity of viewpoints. This one-of-a-kind introduction
engages four distinct dimensions of the earliest Christian writings--anthropological, historical, religious, and
literary--to provide readers with a broad conceptual and factual framework. In addition, the book takes an in-
depth look at compositions that have proven to be particularly relevant over the centuries, including Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and Romans and the Gospels of John, Mark, Matthew, and Luke.
Ideal for general readers and students alike, this fascinating resource characterizes the writing of the New
Testament not as an unknowable abstraction or the product of divine intervention, but as an act of human
creativity by people whose real experiences, convictions, and narratives shaped modern Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

The book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The New Testament: A
Very Short Introduction has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Jones:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If
you obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction as your daily resource information.

Bonnie Lugo:

The particular book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction will bring that you the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book
to study, this book very suited to you. The book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Brian Rutt:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them is this The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction.
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