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Yezidism is a fascinating part of the rich cultural mosaic of the Middle East. Yezidis emerged for the first
time in the 12th century in the Kurdish mountains of northern Iraq. Their religion, which has become
notorious for its associations with ""devil worship,"" is in fact an intricate syncretic system of belief,
incorporating elements from proto-Indo-European religions, early Persian faiths like Zoroastrianism and
Manichaeism, Sufism and regional paganism like Mithraism. Birgul Acikyildiz offers a comprehensive
appraisal of Yezidi religion, society and culture. Written without presupposing any prior knowledge about
Yezidism, and in an accessible and readable style, her book examines Yezidis not only from a religious point
of view but as a historical and social phenomenon. She throws light on the origins of Yezidism, and charts its
historical development -- from its beginnings to the present -- as part of the general history of the Kurds. The
author describes the Yezidi belief system (which considers Melek Taus -- the ""Peacock Angel"" -- to be
ruler of the earth) and its religious practices and observances, analyzing the most important facets of Yezidi
religious art and architecture and their relationship to their neighbours throughout the Middle East. Richly
illustrated, with accompanying maps, photographs and illustrations, the book will have strong appeal to all
those with an interest in the culture of the Kurds, as well as the wider region.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Yezidis: The History of a Community,
Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion)
as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Timothy Hawkins:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern
Religion) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Eric Hodges:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

James Wood:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) when you
needed it?
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