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The computer systems of government agencies are notoriously complex. New technologies are piled on older
technologies, creating layers that call to mind an archaeological dig. Obsolete programming languages and
closed mainframe designs offer barriers to integration with other agency systems. Worldwide, these
unwieldy systems waste billions of dollars, keep citizens from receiving services, and even -- as seen in
interoperability failures on 9/11 and during Hurricane Katrina -- cost lives. In this book, Alon Peled offers a
groundbreaking approach for enabling information sharing among public sector agencies: using selective
incentives to "nudge" agencies to exchange information assets. Peled proposes the establishment of a Public
Sector Information Exchange (PSIE), through which agencies would trade information.

After describing public sector information sharing failures and the advantages of incentivized sharing, Peled
examines the U.S. Open Data program, and the gap between its rhetoric and results. He offers examples of
creative public sector information sharing in the United States, Australia, Brazil, the Netherlands, and
Iceland. Peled argues that information is a contested commodity, and draws lessons from the trade histories
of other contested commodities -- including cadavers for anatomical dissection in nineteenth-century Britain.
He explains how agencies can exchange information as a contested commodity through a PSIE program
tailored to an individual country's needs, and he describes the legal, economic, and technical foundations of
such a program. Touching on issues from data ownership to freedom of information, Peled offers pragmatic
advice to politicians, bureaucrats, technologists, and citizens for revitalizing critical information flows.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Traversing Digital
Babel: Information, E-Government, and Exchange (Information Policy) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Bernice Mignone:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Traversing Digital Babel: Information, E-Government, and Exchange (Information Policy) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one
web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Traversing Digital Babel:
Information, E-Government, and Exchange (Information Policy) giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michelle Seidl:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Traversing Digital Babel:
Information, E-Government, and Exchange (Information Policy) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Traversing
Digital Babel: Information, E-Government, and Exchange (Information Policy) become your own personal
starter.

Arthur Fabry:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Traversing Digital Babel: Information, E-Government, and



Exchange (Information Policy). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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