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Rollback: The Red Army’s Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942–43 covers
the period from mid-December 1942 to mid-February 1943, one of the most critical periods of the war on the
Eastern Front. It was here that following the encirclement of an entire German army at Stalingrad, the
Soviets sought to take advantage of the ruptured Axis front in southern Russia to finish off the Germans’
Italian and Hungarian allies and liberate the economically vital areas of eastern Ukraine.

This study is drawn from a number of wartime and postwar articles, published by the General Staff’s
directorate for the study of wartime experience. Also featured are documents relating to the operational-
strategic conduct of the various operations, which were compiled and published after the fall of the Soviet
Union.

Several articles deal with the preparation for and conduct of the Southwestern Front’s Middle Don operation
of December 1942. Originally intended as an ambitious offensive to cut off the German forces in the North
Caucasus by driving on to Rostov, the operation was later reoriented to meet the threat of the German effort
to relieve Stalingrad. The offensive not only accomplished its objective of turning back the German attack,
thus dooming the Stalingrad garrison, but also destroyed the Italian army in the East as well.

The Soviet Voronezh Front then struck further up the Don River, and in the Ostrogozhsk–Rossosh’ operation
destroyed what remained of the Italian forces in the area, as well as the Hungarian army. This enabled the
Red Army to capture Khar’kov and push nearly to the Dnepr River by mid-February, before being thrown
back by a skillful German counteroffensive.

The territorial results of this operation set the stage for the front’s subsequent Voronezh–Kastornoe
operation, which enabled the Soviets to push as far west as Kursk before exhaustion and growing German
resistance brought the offensive to a halt. Further to the south, the Soviets were able to capture
Voroshilovgrad and penetrate into the industrial Donets Basin.

The book also contains a detailed Soviet examination of the employment of tank and mechanized corps
during the campaign. The conclusions reached here had a direct bearing on the restructuring of the Red
Army’s tank armies in time for the summer campaign of 1943.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Rollback: The Red Army's Winter
Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 will make you to become smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Veronica Roberts:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Rollback: The Red Army's Winter
Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Roger Alford:

This Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Rollback: The Red Army's
Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 can be on the list of great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rachel Addison:

The particular book Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction,
1942-43 has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write
this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.
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