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This major study of the father of modern sociology explores the intimate relationship between the events of
Max Weber's personal history and the development of his thought. When it was first published in 1970, Paul
Roazen described The Iron Cage as "an example of the history of ideas at its very best"; while Robert A.
Nisbet said that "we learn more about Weber's life in this volume than from any other in the English
language."

Weber's life and work developed in reaction to the rigidities of familial and social structures in Imperial
Germany. In his youth he was torn by irreconcilable tensions between the Bismarckian authoritarianism of
his father and the ethical puritanism of his mother. These tensions led to a psychic crisis when, in his thirties,
he expelled his father (who died soon thereafter) from his house. His reaction to the collapse of the European
social order before and during World War I was no less personal and profound. It is the triumph of Professor
Mitzman's approach that he convincingly demonstrates how the internalizing of these severe experiences led
to Weber's pessimistic vision of the future as an "iron cage" and to such seminal ideas as the notion of
charisma and the concept of the Protestant ethic and its connection with the spirit of capitalism. The author's
thesis also serves as a vehicle for describing the social, political, and personal plight of the European
bourgeois intellectual of Weber's generation.

In synthesizing Weber's life and thought, Arthur Mitzman has expanded and refined our understanding of
this central twentieth-century figure. As Lewis Coser writes in the preface, until now "there has been little
attempt to bring together the work and the man, to show the ways in which Weber's cognitive intentions, his
choice of problems, were linked with the details of his personal biography. Arthur Mitzman fills this gap
brilliantly."
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The iron cage: An historical interpretation of
Max Weber book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ann Davis:

Beside this kind of The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber in your phone, it could give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as
read it from today!

Christopher Larsen:

This The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The iron
cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.

Mary Abrams:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching
from it. It is referred to as of book The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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