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In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the writers of the Beat Generation revolutionized American literature with
their iconoclastic approach to language and their angry assault on the conformity and conservatism of
postwar society. They and their followers took aim at the hypocrisy and taboos of their time--particularly
those involving sex, race, and class--in such provocative works as Jack Kerouac's On the Road (1957), Allen
Ginsberg's "Howl" (1956), and William S. Burroughs's Naked Lunch (1959).

In this Very Short Introduction, David Sterritt offers a concise overview of the social, cultural, and aesthetic
sensibilities of the Beats, bringing out the similarities that connected them and also the many differences that
made them a loosely knit collective rather than an organized movement. Figures in the saga include Neal
Cassady, Gregory Corso, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, John Clellon Holmes, Carolyn Cassady, and Gary Snyder.
As Sterritt ranges from Greenwich Village and San Francisco to Mexico, western Europe, and North Africa,
he sheds much light on how the Beats approached literature, drugs, sexuality, art, music, and religion.
Members of the Beat Generation hoped that their radical rejection of materialism, consumerism, and
regimentation would inspire others to purify their lives and souls as well. Yet they urged the remaking of
consciousness on a profoundly inward-looking basis, cultivating "the unspeakable visions of the individual,"
in Kerouac's phrase. The idea was to revolutionize society by revolutionizing thought, not the other way
around. This book explains how the Beats used their antiauthoritarian visions and radical styles to challenge
dominant values, fending off absorption into mainstream culture while preparing ground for the larger, more
explosive social upheavals of the 1960s.

More than half a century later, the Beats' impact can still be felt in literature, cinema, music, theater, and the
visual arts. This compact introduction explains why.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer connected with The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Beats: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Pinkerton:

The e-book untitled The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Pam Boyd:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jeff Brown:

The book The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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