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Mel Lewis (1929–1990) was born Melvin Sokoloff to Jewish Russian immigrants in Buffalo, New York. He
first picked up his father’s drumsticks at the age of two and at seventeen he was a full-time professional
musician. The View from the Back of the Band is the first biography of this legendary jazz drummer. For over
fifty years, Lewis provided the blueprint for how a drummer could subtly support any musical situation.
While he made his name with Stan Kenton and Thad Jones, and with his band at the Village Vanguard, it
was the hundreds of recordings that he made as a sideman and his ability to mentor young musicians that
truly defined his career.

Away from the drums, Lewis's passionate and outspoken personality made him one of jazz music's greatest
characters. It is often through Lewis's own anecdotes, as well as many from the musicians who knew him
best, that this book traces the career of one of the world’s greatest drummers. Previously unpublished
interviews, personal memoirs, photos, musical transcriptions, and a selected discography add to this
comprehensive biography.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that The View from the Back of the Band: The Life
and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) book as nice and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jonathan McLean:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The View from the Back of the
Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) publication written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still hesitation The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis
(North Texas Lives of Musician Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Alonzo Stark:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The View
from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) will
give you a new experience in reading a book.

Carol Johnson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives
of Musician Series) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt



to change your life at this book The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis
(North Texas Lives of Musician Series). You can more inviting than now.
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