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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic and literary; but after
Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a "rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and
thereupon became a philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Motives (1950), Burke's conception of "symbolic action"
comes into its own: all human activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; man is
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one of the interpreting human
symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the
literary critic now extends to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motives is a "methodical meditation" on such complex linguistic forms as plays, stories,
poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives
expands the field to human ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke sees it, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, as in sales promotion or propaganda, through courtship, social etiquette,
education, and the sermon, to a 'pure' form that delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without
ulterior purpose. And identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers, says,
'I was a farm boy myself,' through the mysteries of social status, to the mystic's devout identification with the
sources of all being."
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Rhetoric of Motives publication written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation A Rhetoric of Motives as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Cari Sexton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. A Rhetoric of Motives can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Adriana Cornell:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely A Rhetoric of Motives. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Candace Edwards:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book A Rhetoric of Motives was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book A Rhetoric of Motives has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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