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Irving Berlin remains a central figure in American music, a lyricist/composer whose songs are loved all over
the world. His first piece, "Marie from Sunny Italy," was written in 1907, and his "Alexander's Ragtime
Band" attracted more public and media attention than any other song of its decade. In later years Berlin
wrote such classics as "God Bless America," "Blue Skies," "Always," "Cheek to Cheek," and the holiday
favorites "White Christmas" and "Easter Parade." Jerome Kern, his fellow songwriter, commented that
"Irving Berlin is American music."
In Irving Berlin: The Formative Years, Charles Hamm traces the early years of this most famous and
distinctive American songwriter. Beginning with Berlin's immigrant roots--he came to New York in 1893
from Russia--Hamm shows how the young Berlin quickly revealed the talent for music and lyrics that was to
mark his entire career. Berlin first wrote for the vaudeville stage, turning out songs that drew on the various
ethnic cultures of the city. These pieces, with their Jewish, Italian, German, Irish, and Black protagonists
singing in appropriate dialects, reflected the urban mix of New York's melting pot. Berlin drew on various
musical styles, especially ragtime, for such songs as "Alexander's Ragtime Band," and Hamm devotes an
entire chapter to the song and its success. The book also details Berlin's early efforts to write for the
Broadway musical stage, culminating in 1914 with his first musical comedy, Watch Your Step, featuring the
popular dance team, Vernon and Irene Castle. A great hit on Broadway and in London, the show was a key
piece in the Americanization of the musical comedy. Blessed with prodigious ambition and energy, Berlin
wrote at least 4 or 5 new songs a week, many of which were discarded. He nevertheless published 190 songs
between 1907 and 1914, an astonishing number considering that when Berlin arrived in America, he knew
not a single word of English. As one writer reported, "there is scarcely a waking moment when Berlin is not
engaged either in teaching his songs to a vaudeville player, or composing new ones."
Early in his career, Irving Berlin brilliantly exploited the musical trends and influences of the day. Hamm
shows how Berlin emerged from the vital and complex social and cultural scene of New York to begin his
rise as America's foremost songwriter.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Cohn:

Typically the book Irving Berlin: Songs from the Melting Pot: The Formative Years, 1907-1914 will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Irving Berlin:
Songs from the Melting Pot: The Formative Years, 1907-1914 is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Richard Horgan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be go through. Irving Berlin: Songs from the Melting Pot: The Formative Years,
1907-1914 can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Ruth Haddock:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Irving Berlin: Songs from the Melting Pot: The Formative Years, 1907-1914 will give you a new experience
in examining a book.

Paul Quintana:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Irving Berlin: Songs from the Melting Pot: The Formative Years, 1907-1914 when you essential it?
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