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Oil for the Lamps of China (1934) was a best-selling novel when it was first published, just a few years after
Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth (1931). The hero of the story is a keen, young American businessman who
wants to bring "light" and progress to China in the form of oil and oil lamps, but who is caught between
Chinese revolutionary nationalism in the 1920s and the heartless American corporation which has built his
career.

The title became a catch phrase for expansive American dreams of the vast China market even though the
novel itself, written at the beginning of the Great Depression, was skeptical of large business and any
supposed American ability to "improve" China.

The author presents a clear portrait of Western idealism versus Eastern pragmatism in the doubly exotic
setting of Mainland China before the advent of large-scale industrialization. The portrayal is unflattering to
both sides. While some might now regard the more sympathetic treatment of the young American as out of
date, others would counter that the picture is both historically and contextually accurate.

"Now, nearly seventy years since it was originally published, . . . Oil for the Lamps of China again seems
timely. Once again ambitious young Americans like Stephen Chase are working for big corporations in
China. . . . Once again sensitive young spouses like Hester are coping with the rigors of living
simultaneously in American corporate culture and Chinese culture. . . . As these parallels suggest, if Oil for
the Lamps of China was timely in the 1930s, then it also seems timely today."

–– from the Introduction by Sherman Cochran
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From reader reviews:

Brian Freeman:

The book Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint
Library (Series).). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Jesus Novak:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library
(Series).) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

John Charles:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia
Vu Reprint Library (Series).) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William Kavanaugh:

This Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Oil for the
Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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