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Today it seems extraordinary that a nation the size of the United States could have been so profoundly
affected by the minister of a little Baptist church in Montgomery, Alabama. But at a turning point in
American history, Martin Luther King, Jr., had an incalculable effect on the fabric of daily life and the laws
of the nation. As no other preacher in living memory and no politician since Lincoln, he transposed the
themes of love, suffering, deliverance, and justice from the sacred shelter of the pulpit into the arena of
public policy. He was the last great religious reformer in America. How the man who always saw himself as
"fundamentally a clergyman, a Baptist preacher" crafted his strategic vision and moved a nation to renewal is
the subject of this remarkable new book.
The Preacher King investigates Martin Luther King Jr.'s, religious development from a precocious "PK"
("preacher's kid") in segregated Atlanta to the most influential American preacher and orator of the twentieth
century. To give the most accurate and intimate portrait possible, author Richard Lischer draws almost
exclusively on King's unpublished sermons and speeches, as well as tape recordings, personal interviews,
and even police surveillance reports. In King's published works, Lischer shows, King and his editors
modified and polished his sermons in order to reach as wide an audience as possible. By returning to the raw
sources, Lischer recaptures King's real, African-American, preaching voice and, consequently, something of
the real King himself. He shows how as the son, the grandson, and the great-grandson of preachers, King
early on absorbed the poetic cadences, the traditions, and the power of the pulpit. He traces King's coming of
age from his rebellious teenage years (King once wrote that at thirteen he shocked his Sunday School class
by "denying the bodily resurrection of Jesus") to his arrival in Montgomery, where he took on the role of
"Brother Pastor" to his flock during the year of ministry before he burst into national prominence. Lischer
shows that King was as profoundly influenced by his fellow African-American preachers as he was by
Gandhi and the philosophers, and tracks King's themes of brotherhood and justice from the set pieces of his
weekly sermons to his electrifying mass meeting speeches, demonstrations, and civil addresses. Lischer also
reveals a later phase of King's development that few of his biographers or critics have addressed: the
prophetic rage with which he condemned American religious and political hypocrisy. During the last three
years of his life, Lischer shows, King accused his country of genocide, warned of long hot summers in the
ghettos, and called for a radical redistribution of wealth.
More than any other book, The Preacher King captures the crucial aspect of the identity of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Human, complex, and passionate, here is a preacher who never gave up trying to shape a
congregation of people that would be capable of redeeming the moral and political character of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Preacher King: Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the Word that Moved America. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Charles Davis:

Here thing why this The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Word that Moved America are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
Word that Moved America giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Word that
Moved America. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and
the Word that Moved America in e-book can be your alternative.

Drew Poland:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Preacher King:
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Word that Moved America suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
Word that Moved Americais the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

George Jamison:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just trying to find the The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Word that Moved
America when you essential it?
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