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The place of poetry in modern democracy is no place, according to conventional wisdom. The poet, we hear,
is a casualty of mass entertainment and prosaic public culture, banished to the artistic sidelines to compose
variations on insipid themes for a dwindling audience. Robert Pinsky, however, argues that this gloomy
diagnosis is as wrongheaded as it is familiar. Pinsky, whose remarkable career as a poet itself undermines the
view, writes that to portray poetry and democracy as enemies is to radically misconstrue both. The voice of
poetry, he shows, resonates with profound themes at the very heart of democratic culture.

There is no one in America better to write on this topic. One of the country's most accomplished poets,
Robert Pinsky served an unprecedented two terms as America's Poet Laureate (1997-2000) and led the
immensely popular multimedia Favorite Poem Project, which invited Americans to submit and read aloud
their favorite poems. Pinsky draws on his experiences and on characteristically sharp and elegant
observations of individual poems to argue that expecting poetry to compete with show business is to mistake
its greatest democratic strength--its intimate, human scale--as a weakness.

As an expression of individual voice, a poem implicitly allies itself with ideas about individual dignity that
are democracy's bedrock, far more than is mass participation. Yet poems also summon up communal life..
Even the most inward-looking work imagines a reader. And in their rhythms and cadences poems carry in
their very bones the illusion and dynamic of call and response. Poetry, Pinsky writes, cannot help but
mediate between the inner consciousness of the individual reader and the outer world of other people. As
part of the entertainment industry, he concludes, poetry will always be small and overlooked. As an art--and
one that is inescapably democratic--it is massive and fundamental.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values
Series).

Carrie Hanks:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Democracy, Culture and the
Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series) book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Russell Diamond:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human
Values Series), you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Karl Irwin:

The e-book untitled Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values
Series) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Democracy, Culture and
the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series) from the publisher to make you



considerably more enjoy free time.
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