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Hokusai's Great Wave, as it is commonly known today, is arguably one of Japan's most successful exports,
its commanding cresting profile instantly recognizable no matter how different its representations in media
and style. In this richly illustrated and highly original study, Christine Guth examines the iconic wave from
its first publication in 1831 through the remarkable range of its articulations, arguing that it has been a site
where the tensions, contradictions, and, especially, the productive creativities of the local and the global have
been negotiated and expressed. She follows the wave s trajectory across geographies, linking its movements
with larger political, economic, technological, and sociocultural developments. Adopting a case study
approach, Guth explores issues that map the social life of the iconic wave across time and place, from the
initial reception of the woodblock print in Japan, to the image s adaptations as part of international
nationalism, its place in American perceptions of Japan, its commercial adoption for lifestyle branding, and
finally to its identification as a tsunami, bringing not culture but disaster in its wake.

Wide ranging in scope yet grounded in close readings of disparate iterations of the wave, multidisciplinary
and theoretically informed in its approach, Hokusai's Great Wave will change both how we look at this
global icon and the way we study the circulation of Japanese prints. This accessible and engagingly written
work moves beyond the standard hagiographical approach to recognize, as categories of analysis, historical
and geographic contingency as well as visual and technical brilliance. It is a book that will interest students
of Japan and its culture and more generally those seeking fresh perspectives on the dynamics of cultural
globalization.

70 color illustrations, 5 black and white
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

This Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon can
be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Jennifer Byler:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
your requirements is Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Sandra McNulty:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Hokusai's Great Wave:
Biography of a Global Icon.

Sandra Williams:

You may get this Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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