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"This work is groundbreaking not only because of the logic behind the interpretation of ancient Panama
polychrome ceramics but also because of its methodological thoroughness."--Lisa J. Lucero, New Mexico
State University

The native peoples of pre-Columbian Panama are famous for their gold and ceramic artifacts. In this
illustrated work Mary Helms, continuing her well-known study of symbols in early Panamanian ceramics,
further decodes and interprets the cosmology of this art as depicted in the geometric forms and stylized and
abstract animal figures painted on plates, trays, and bowls.
 Analyzing ceramic wares dating ca. A.D. 500-1000 and excavated from the Sitio Conte in central Panama in
the 1930s, Helms identifies basic design motifs and argues that they suggest a number of basic ideological
themes. Often found at burial sites, including the richly furnished graves of persons of apparently high rank,
the ceramics depict themes suggestive of Amerindian myths of the origins of the cosmos, its fundamental
realms, and its basic operational principles. Helms’s study incorporates scientific data on animals and
speculates about the reasons certain animals (for example, the curassow and the iguana) were important
symbols.
 Because many of the designs and themes Helms discusses suggest parallels with Mexican and Mayan art
and iconography and with Amazonian belief systems, and because her interpretations come from myths of
the native peoples of Panama, Costa Rica, and northern South America, the scope of this important study has
considerable relevance beyond Panama. Anthropologists, archaeologists, prehistorians, and art historians will
find it especially useful.
 

Mary W. Helms, professor of anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, is the author
of Creations of the Rainbow Serpent and Access to Origins.
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From reader reviews:

Tenesha Little:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Curassow's Crest:
Myths and Symbols in the Ceramics of Ancient Panama, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Curassow's Crest: Myths and
Symbols in the Ceramics of Ancient Panama can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Candace Mathieu:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is The Curassow's Crest: Myths and Symbols in the Ceramics of Ancient
Panama. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

John Stevenson:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book The Curassow's Crest: Myths and Symbols in the Ceramics of Ancient Panama we can
have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life with that book The Curassow's Crest: Myths and Symbols in the Ceramics of Ancient Panama. You can
more inviting than now.
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