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Democracy is perhaps the defining characteristic of modern Western society, but even as late as the
nineteenth century it was often viewed with suspicion by many who saw it as akin to anarchy and mob rule.
It was not until the French and American revolutions of the eighteenth century that electoral democracy
began to gain momentum as a serious force, which was eventually to shape political discourse on a broad,
international scale. Taking as its focus the French Revolution, this book explores how the experience in
France influenced the emergence of electoral democracy, arguing - contrary to recent revisionist studies -
that it was indeed the progenitor of modern representative democracy. Rejecting the revisionist semiotic
approach to political culture; it instead adopts a definition emphasising the shared values that govern political
behaviour, arguing that the Revolution's essential contribution to modern political culture is its concept of
citizenship, embracing widespread political participation.In a broader sense, the book studies the grass-roots
democracy, focusing on participation in the primary and secondary electoral assemblies. It is primarily
concerned with electoral behavior and practices: how can we explain the electoral process and its results? It
analyzes electoral procedures and practices, and voter turnout, based on extensive quantitative data. While
focused on political history, this work also examines political sociology, giving careful attention to the
occupational composition of elected officials.Whilst acknowledging the democratic shortcomings of the
French Revolution (the absence of political parties, electoral campaigns, and declared candidates), the book's
comprehensive study of revolutionary elections concludes that, together with its American counterpart, the
French Revolution did indeed give birth to modern electoral democracy. As such, this book is essential
reading for historians, political scientists, sociologists and readers interested in the origin of modern liberal
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The French Revolution
and the Birth of Electoral Democracy is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Grace Robinson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The French
Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Janet Steele:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The French
Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy.

Jacob Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy can make



you feel more interested to read.
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