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ABOUT THE BOOK

By 2050 the development gulf will no longer be between a rich billion in the most developed countries and
five billion in the developing countries; rather, it will be between the trapped billion and the rest of
humankind.

Written in 2007, Paul Colliers, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be
Done About It, was widely hailed as a landmark work in the field of development economics. Intended in
Colliers own words as a book on economics that could be read on the beach (Collier, TED Talk), The
Bottom Billion uses relatively simple descriptive prose to challenge traditional perspectives on the state of
global poverty and what can be done about it.

Based on years of statistical research, the Bottom Billion examines why some people and places in the world
are seemingly stuck in poverty while the majority of developing nations are rapidly becoming more affluent.
Collier proposes several methods for helping the most impoverished nations to become unstuck. He
emphasized four main development traps that have often been overlooked in aid, economic, and foreign
policy circles; notably, Collier questions current norms in provision of international aid to the poorest
countries, suggesting strategic use of aid and asserting that more is not necessarily better.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Zeya is a native of the San Francisco Bay Area. After earning a BA in Modern Literature at the University of
California at Santa Cruz, Zeya began building a career in International Development work that allowed him
to live and travel extensively in Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. In 2011 he completed an MA in
International Development from Oxford Brookes University in Oxford, England.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Collier estimates four of the five billion once stuck in poverty are now achieving greater levels of affluence
and mobility. However, he argues the last billionthe bottom billionare being left far behind. Not only is this
demographic failing to achieve strong economic progress, says Collier, but in many cases it is regressing to a
quality of existence more characteristic of the fourteenth century than the twenty-first.

For fear of stigmatization, Collier declines to list the countries where the bottom billion live. He does
comment the majority of those living in the most abject conditions are located within a group of some 58
states, mostly in Africa and Central Asia. Over the last several decades, four fifths of the worlds poor have
made substantial gains towards a middle class lifestyle. Still, the average person in these bottom billion



countries is now poorer than in 1970 and are statistically more susceptible to war and violent conflict,
disease, environmental hazards, and corrupt governance. Many of the problems shared by these people are
exacerbated by a lack of health care, education and other vital infrastructure...

Buy a copy to keep reading!
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From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

The book Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing
(CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Quicklet on Paul Collier's The
Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary)? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion:
Why the Poorest Countries are Failing (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Luther Ritenour:

The event that you get from Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are
Failing (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing
(CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind
of Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing (CliffsNotes-like
Book Summary) instantly.

Kirk Qualls:

Beside this kind of Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing
(CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Quicklet on Paul Collier's
The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book in addition to read it from at this point!



Elizabeth Cornelius:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Quicklet on Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries
are Failing (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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