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Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics: Fatherlands in mothers’ hands is a playful exploration of how
people’s desires, fantasies, and emotions shape political events and social phenomena. It highlights the
mythical sources of today’s political projects, the power of political imagination, and the function of
symbolism in political thought. Eszter Salgó argues that the driving force for the formation of political
communities is fantasy – ‘illusions’ in a Winnicottian sense, ‘phantasies’ in a Lacanian sense, ‘phantoms’ as
described by Nicolas Abraham and Maria Torok, and ‘dreams’ as interpreted by Sándor Ferenczi. She
introduces the metaphor of the ‘fantastic family’ as a symbolic representation of political communities, both
to reflect on people’s deeply felt desire to find in public life the resolution, love, and wholeness of early
childhood, and to unveil the political elite’s readiness to don the mask of the ‘ideal parent’.

The book is divided into two parts. The first part of the book explores the theories of Donald Winnicott and
Jacques Lacan: the matrimony on the stage of politics between the ‘good-enough mother’ and the Symbolic
Father which inaugurates the story of democracy’s ‘fantastic family’. The second part presents the ‘fantastic
families’ of selected countries such as Hungary, Italy, and the world community to explain the proliferation
of cosmogony projects, and to document the failure of the political elites to offer a satisfactory performance
of their maternal and paternal functions.

Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics: Fatherlands in mothers’ hands presents a new way of considering
the art of politics, based on the understanding that people perceive reality through imagination and
unconscious fantasy. It will be of interest to psychoanalysts, and academics from across the disciplines of
politics, psychology, anthropology, sociology, philosophy, literature, and art.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics: Fatherlands in mothers' hands, you could tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

Julio Yates:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics: Fatherlands in mothers' hands provide you with new experience
in studying a book.

James Chapman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics: Fatherlands in mothers'
hands can make you sense more interested to read.

Nicole Montes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of



books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Psychoanalytic Reflections on Politics:
Fatherlands in mothers' hands.
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