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Seventeen years after Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox, one final, dramatic confrontation occurred
between the Lee family and the United States government. In The Last Battle of the Civil War, Anthony J.
Gaughan recounts the fascinating saga of United States v. Lee, known to history as the "Arlington Case."

Prior to the Civil War, Mary Lee, Robert E. Lee's wife, owned the estate that Arlington National Cemetery
rests on today. After the attack on Fort Sumter, however, the Union army seized the Lees' Arlington home
and converted it into a national cemetery as well as a refugee camp for runaway slaves.

In 1877 George Washington Custis Lee, Robert and Mary's eldest son, filed suit demanding that the federal
government pay the Lees just compensation for Arlington. In response, the Justice Department asserted that
sovereign immunity barred Lee and all other private plaintiffs from bringing Fifth Amendment takings cases.
The courts, the government claimed, had no jurisdiction to hear such lawsuits.

In a historic ruling, the Supreme Court rejected the government's argument. As the majority opinion
explained, "All the officers of the government, from the highest to the lowest, are creatures of the law and
are bound to obey it." The ruling made clear that the government was legally obligated by the Fifth
Amendment to pay just compensation to the Lees.

The Court's ruling in United States v. Lee affirmed the principle that the rule of law applies equally to
ordinary citizens and high government officials. As the justices emphasized, the Constitution is not
suspended in wartime and government officials who violate the law are not beyond the reach of justice.
Ironically, the case also represented a watershed on the path of sectional reconciliation. By ruling in favor of
the Lee family, the justices demonstrated that former Confederates would receive a fair hearing in the federal
courts.

Gaughan provides a riveting account of the Civil War's final battle, a struggle whose outcome became a
significant step on the path to national reunion.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Carlino:

This The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 can bring once you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Evan Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
because fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Last Battle of the Civil
War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Tanya McNeil:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Milan Allen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee,
1861-1883 was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your



technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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