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Fifteen years ago, revelations about the political misdeeds of Martin Heidegger and Paul de Man sent shock
waves throughout European and North American intellectual circles. Ever since, postmodernism has been
haunted by the specter of a compromised past. In this intellectual genealogy of the postmodern spirit,
Richard Wolin shows that postmodernism's infatuation with fascism has been widespread and not incidental.
He calls into question postmodernism's claim to have inherited the mantle of the left--and suggests that
postmodern thought has long been smitten with the opposite end of the political spectrum.

In probing chapters on C. G. Jung, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Georges Bataille, and Maurice Blanchot, Wolin
discovers an unsettling commonality: during the 1930s, these thinkers leaned to the right and were tainted by
a proverbial "fascination with fascism." Frustrated by democracy's shortcomings, they were seduced by
fascism's grandiose promises of political regeneration. The dictatorships in Italy and Germany promised
redemption from the uncertainties of political liberalism. But, from the beginning, there could be no doubting
their brutal methods of racism, violence, and imperial conquest.

Postmodernism's origins among the profascist literati of the 1930s reveal a dark political patrimony. The
unspoken affinities between Counter-Enlightenment and postmodernism constitute the guiding thread of
Wolin's suggestive narrative. In their mutual hostility toward reason and democracy, postmodernists and the
advocates of Counter-Enlightenment betray a telltale strategic alliance--they cohabit the fraught terrain
where far left and far right intersect.

Those who take Wolin's conclusions to heart will never view the history of modern thought in quite the same
way.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Barnett:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Valerie Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism. All type of book would you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Daniel Martin:

This The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism without we understand teach the one
who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism can bring if you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sean Martinez:

This The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism
tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Seduction of
Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism can be one of several
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism



giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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