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By the time Umberto Eco published his best-selling novel The Name of the Rose, he was one of Italy's most
celebrated intellectuals, a distinguished academic and the author of influential works on semiotics. Some
years before that, in 1977, Eco published a little book for his students, How to Write a Thesis, in which he
offered useful advice on all the steps involved in researching and writing a thesis -- from choosing a topic to
organizing a work schedule to writing the final draft. Now in its twenty-third edition in Italy and translated
into seventeen languages, How to Write a Thesis has become a classic. Remarkably, this is its first, long
overdue publication in English.

Eco's approach is anything but dry and academic. He not only offers practical advice but also considers
larger questions about the value of the thesis-writing exercise. How to Write a Thesis is unlike any other
writing manual. It reads like a novel. It is opinionated. It is frequently irreverent, sometimes polemical, and
often hilarious. Eco advises students how to avoid "thesis neurosis" and he answers the important question
"Must You Read Books?" He reminds students "You are not Proust" and "Write everything that comes into
your head, but only in the first draft." Of course, there was no Internet in 1977, but Eco's index card research
system offers important lessons about critical thinking and information curating for students of today who
may be burdened by Big Data.

How to Write a Thesis belongs on the bookshelves of students, teachers, writers, and Eco fans everywhere.
Already a classic, it would fit nicely between two other classics: Strunk and White and The Name of the
Rose.

This MIT Press edition will be available in three different cover colors.

ContentsThe Definition and Purpose of a ThesisChoosing the TopicConducting ResearchThe Work Plan
and the Index CardsWriting the ThesisThe Final Draft
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From reader reviews:

Ella Nebel:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this How to Write a Thesis book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Jerry Ingle:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The How to Write a Thesis will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Alice Prahl:

This How to Write a Thesis is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little digest in reading this How to Write a Thesis can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Tim Vazquez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this How to Write a Thesis can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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