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Struggles for Representation examines over 300 non-fiction films by more than 150 African American
film/videomakers and includes an extensive filmography, bibliography, and excerpts from interviews with
film/videomakers. In eleven original essays, contributors explore the extraordinary scope of these aesthetic
and social documents and chart a previously undiscovered territory: documentaries that examine the
aesthetic, economic, historical, political, and social forces that shape the lives of black Americans, as seen
from their perspectives.

Until now, scholars and critics have concentrated on black fiction film and on mainstream non-fiction films,
neglecting the groundbreaking body of black non-fiction productions that offer privileged views of American
life. Yet, these rich and varied works in film, video, and new electronic media, convey vast stores of
knowledge and experience. Although most documentary cannot hope to match fiction film’s mass appeal, it
is unrivaled in its ability to portray searing, indelible impressions of black life, including concrete views of
significant events and moving portraits of charismatic individuals. Documentary footage brings audiences
the moments when civil rights protestors were attacked by state troopers; it provides the sights and sounds of
Malcom X delivering an electrifying speech, Betty Carter performing a heart-wrenching song, and Langston
Hughes strolling on a beach.

Uniting all of this work is the "struggle for representation" that characterizes each film–an urgent desire to
convey black life in ways that counter the uninformed and often distorted representations of mass media film
and television productions. African American documentaries have long been associated with struggles for
social and political empowerment; for many film/videomakers, documentary is a compelling mode with
which to present an alternative, more authentic narrative of black experiences and an effective critique of
mainstream discourse. Thus, many socially and politically committed film/videomakers view documentary
as a tool with which to interrogate and reinvent history; their works fill gaps, correct errors, and expose
distortions in order to provide counter-narratives of African American experience.

Contributors include Paul Arthur, Houston A. Baker, Jr., Mark F. Baker, Pearl Bowser, Janet K. Cutler
Manthia Diawara, Elizabeth Amelia Hadley, Phyllis R. Klotman, Tommy Lee Lott, Erika Muhammad,
Valerie Smith, and Clyde Taylor.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Struggles for
Representation: African American Documentary Film and Video book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Kermit Diaz:

The experience that you get from Struggles for Representation: African American Documentary Film and
Video will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Struggles for Representation:
African American Documentary Film and Video giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this particular Struggles for Representation: African American Documentary Film and Video
instantly.

Preston Garza:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Struggles for Representation: African American Documentary Film and
Video it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

James Voyles:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Struggles for Representation: African American Documentary Film and Video your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this



maybe you never get just before. The Struggles for Representation: African American Documentary Film
and Video giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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