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Poet, philosopher, and sensitive misanthrope, a spectacular fly in the ointment of the refined eleventh-
century Andalusian-Jewish elite, Solomon Ibn Gabirol comes down to us as one of the most complicated
intellectual figures in the history of post-biblical Judaism. Unlike his worldly predecessor Shmuel HaNagid,
the first important poet of the period, Ibn Gabirol was a reclusive, mystically inclined figure whose modern-
sounding medieval poems range from sublime descriptions of the heavenly spheres to poisonous jabs at court
life and its pretenders. His verse, which demonstrates complete mastery of the classicizing avant-garde
poetics of the day, grafted an Arabic aesthetic onto a biblical vocabulary and Jewish setting, taking Hebrew
poetry to a level of metaphysical sophistication and devotional power it has not achieved since.

Peter Cole's selection includes poems from nearly all of Ibn Gabirol's secular and liturgical lyric genres, as
well as a complete translation of the poet's long masterwork, "Kingdom's Crown." Cole's rich, inventive
introduction places the poetry in historical context and charts its influence through the centuries. Extensive
annotations accompany the poems. This companion volume to Peter Cole's critically acclaimed Selected
Poems of Shmuel HaNagid presents the first comprehensive selection of Ibn Gabirol's verse to be published
in English and brings to life an astonishing body of poetry by one of the greatest Jewish writers of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

The feeling that you get from Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn
Gabirol instantly.

Charlotte Hawley:

The book Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol will bring you to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Milton Jones:

Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Selected Poems of
Solomon Ibn Gabirol yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jennifer Powell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Selected Poems of Solomon Ibn Gabirol.
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