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Dead Hands traces the fascinating career of a curious imaginative device: the wandering, disembodied, or
ghostly hand. The author situates this familiar gothic convention in its richer literary and intellectual
contexts, from early modern English drama through American fiction. Dexterously threading historical,
theoretical, and formalist questions through readings of the plays of Shakespeare and Webster and the
haunted tales of Maupassant, Le Fanu, and Twain, the book illuminates the complex social fictions invested
in the faculties of the hand and tested by this evocative device.

The book brings together a broad and eclectic array of "manual" iconography: from sixteenth-century
religious imagery, medical anatomies, emblem books, witchcraft and folklore, to the popular metaphors of
nineteenth-century industrialism, contemporary labor movements, and forensic science. Literary "dead
hands" draw on and elaborate these varied traditions, to sometimes humorous and sometimes chilling effect.

Across such disparate fields, the author argues, the figure of the "dead hand" represents a specific set of ideas
about human agency: particularly, concerns about the fraught relationship between intentions (individual and
collective) and meaningful action in the world. Severed and wandering, fictional dead hands challenge
prevailing assumptions about bodily autonomy and control, directing us instead to the dependent, disabling,
and self-alienating experiences of the acting self. In the process, they illuminate the changing assumptions
about bodily experience—that "sense" of acting self—that sustain legal and political definitions of person in
these different periods.

Outlining the dynamic history of this device—first as it migrates from visual art onto the Elizabethan and
Jacobean stage, and later as it prospers in Anglo-American gothic fiction—Dead Hands advances a
comparatist reading of early modern and modern concepts of bodily action and its relation to interiority,
authority, and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Dead Hands: Fictions of Agency,
Renaissance to Modern book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Carissa Taylor:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Dead
Hands: Fictions of Agency, Renaissance to Modern is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Kathryn Patterson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them
is this Dead Hands: Fictions of Agency, Renaissance to Modern.

Alice Concannon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled Dead
Hands: Fictions of Agency, Renaissance to Modern your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The Dead Hands: Fictions of Agency, Renaissance to Modern giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
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