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By the time of his death in 1982, Sam “Lightnin’” Hopkins was likely the most recorded blues artist in
history. This brilliant new biography--the first book ever written about him--illuminates the many
contradictions of the man and his myth.
            Born in 1912 to a poor sharecropping family in the cotton country between Dallas and Houston,
Hopkins left home when he was only eight years old with a guitar his brother had given him. He made his
living however he could, sticking to the open road, playing the blues, and taking odd jobs when money was
short. This biography delves into Hopkins’s early years, exploring the myths surrounding his meetings with
Blind Lemon Jefferson and Texas Alexander, his time on a chain gang, his relationships with women, and
his lifelong appetite for gambling and drinking.
            Hopkins didn’t begin recording until 1946, when he was dubbed “Lightnin’” during his first session,
and he soon joined Muddy Waters and John Lee Hooker on the national R & B charts. But by the time he
was “rediscovered” by Mack McCormick and Sam Charters in 1959, his popularity had begun to wane. A
second career emerged--now Lightnin’ was pitched to white audiences, not black ones, and he became
immensely successful, singing about his country roots and injustices that informed the civil rights era with a
searing emotive power.
            More than a decade in the making, this biography is based on scores of interviews with Lightnin’s
lover, friends, producers, accompanists, managers, and fans.
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From reader reviews:

Novella Tinch:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Lightnin' Hopkins: His Life and Blues is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Regina Laporte:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Lightnin' Hopkins: His Life and Blues book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Lightnin' Hopkins: His Life and Blues content conveys objective easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of
it. So , do you even now thinking Lightnin' Hopkins: His Life and Blues is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Jody Tolar:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Lightnin' Hopkins: His
Life and Blues is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Heather Wade:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Lightnin' Hopkins: His Life and
Blues.
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