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Mathematical problems and visual illusions in the enigmatic work of M.C. Escher
 
"A woman once rang me up and said, ’Mr. Escher, I am absolutely crazy about your work. In your print
Reptiles you have given such a striking illustration of reincarnation.’ I replied, ‘Madame, if that’s the way
you see it, so be it.’" An engagingly sly comment by the renowned Dutch graphic artist Maurits Cornelis
Escher (1898–1972)—the complex ambiguities of whose work leave hasty or single-minded interpretations
far behind. Long before the first computer-generated 3-D images were thrilling the public, Escher was a
master of the third dimension. His lithograph "Magic Mirror" dates as far back as 1946. In taking that title
for this book, mathematician Bruno Ernst is stressing the magic spell Escher’s work invariably casts on
those who see it. Ernst visited Escher every week for a year, systematically talking through his entire œuvre
with him. Their discussions resulted in a friendship that gave Ernst intimate access to the life and conceptual
world of Escher. Ernst’s account was meticulously scrutinized and made accurate by the artist himself.

Escher’s work refuses to be pigeonholed. Scientific, psychological, or aesthetic criteria alone cannot do it
justice. The questions remain. Why did he create the pictures? How did he construct them? What preliminary
studies were necessary before he could arrive at the final version? And how are the various images Escher
created interrelated? This book, complete with biographical data, 250 illustrations, and explications of
mathematical problems, offers answers to these and many other questions, and is an authentic source text of
the first order.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Magic Mirror of M.C.
Escher. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Eric Butler:

The knowledge that you get from The Magic Mirror of M.C. Escher may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to recognise but The Magic Mirror of M.C. Escher giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this The Magic Mirror of M.C. Escher instantly.

Roger Lee:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to
be study. The Magic Mirror of M.C. Escher can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those
short time problems.

Gerri Pettit:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The Magic
Mirror of M.C. Escher. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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