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Biographies of America's greatest humorist abound, but none have charted the overall influence of the key
male friendships that profoundly informed his life and work. Combining biography, literary history, and
gender studies, Mark Twain and Male Friendship presents a welcome new perspective as it examines three
vastly different friendships and the stamp they left on Samuel Clemens's life.

With accessible prose informed by impressive research, the study provides an illuminating history of the
friendships it explores, and the personal and cultural dynamic of the relationships. In the case of Twain and
his pastor, Joseph Twichell, emphasis is put on the latter's role as mentor and spiritual advisor and on
Twain's own waning sense of religious belonging. Messent then shifts gears to consider Twain's friendship
with fellow author and collaborator William Dean Howells. Fascinating in its own right, this relationship
also serves as a prism through which to view the literary marketplace of nineteenth-century America. A
third, seemingly unlikely friendship between Twain and Standard Oil executive H.H. Rogers focuses on
Twain's attitude toward business and shows how Rogers and his wife served as a surrogate family for the
novelist after the death of his own wife.

As he charts these relationships, Messent uses existing work on male friendship, gender roles, and cultural
change as a framework in which to situate altered conceptions of masculinity and of men's roles, not just in
marriage but in the larger social networks of their time. In sum, Mark Twain and Male Friendship is not only
a valuable new resource on the great novelist but also a lively cultural history of male friendship in
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Mark
Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Laura Dupont:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell,
Howells, and Rogers Friendships will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suited book with you?

Mary Kidd:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mark Twain and Male
Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

James Bouchard:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and
Rogers Friendships can make you really feel more interested to read.
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