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The Crusades as seen through the eyes of Muslims

A significant contribution to the understanding of the medieval holy wars between Christians and Muslims,
this volume brings together the best and most complete eyewitness account of the Crusades from the
perspective of a medieval Muslim writer. Focusing on twelfth-century Arab aristocrat Usama ibn Munqidh's
Book of Contemplation but also including extracts from The Book of the Staff and Kernels of Refinement, this
volume offers a strikingly human portrayal of Islamic perspectives on day-to-day existence, warfare, and the
curious European invaders.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Book of Contemplation: Islam and the Crusades (Penguin Classics) can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rosa Reid:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book The Book of Contemplation: Islam and the Crusades (Penguin
Classics) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.

Colleen Greenwood:

The Book of Contemplation: Islam and the Crusades (Penguin Classics) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Book of Contemplation: Islam and the Crusades (Penguin Classics) however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Rachel Haley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. The Book of Contemplation: Islam and the Crusades (Penguin Classics) can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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