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An epic, mesmerizing oral history of Hollywood and Los Angeles from the author of the contemporary
classic Edie

Jean Stein transformed the art of oral history in her groundbreaking book Edie: American Girl, an indelible
portrait of Andy Warhol “superstar” Edie Sedgwick, which was edited with George Plimpton. Now, in West
of Eden, she turns to Los Angeles, the city of her childhood. Stein vividly captures a mythic cast of
characters: their ambitions and triumphs as well as their desolation and grief.

These stories illuminate the bold aspirations of five larger-than-life individuals and their families. West of
Eden is a work of history both grand in scale and intimate in detail. At the center of each family is a dreamer
who finds fortune and strife in Southern California: Edward Doheny, the Wisconsin-born oil tycoon whose
corruption destroyed the reputation of a U.S. president and led to his own son’s violent death; Jack Warner,
the son of Polish-Jewish immigrants, who together with his brothers founded one of the world’s most iconic
film studios; Jane Garland, the troubled daughter of an aspiring actress who could never escape her mother’s
schemes; Jennifer Jones, an actress from Oklahoma who won the Academy Award at twenty-five but
struggled with despair amid her fame and glamour. Finally, Stein chronicles the ascent of her own father,
Jules Stein, an eye doctor born in Indiana who transformed Hollywood with the creation of an unrivaled
agency and studio.

In each chapter, Stein paints a portrait of an outsider who pins his or her hopes on the nascent power and
promise of Los Angeles. Each individual’s unyielding intensity pushes loved ones, especially children,
toward a perilous threshold. West of Eden depicts the city that has projected its own image of America onto
the world, in all its idealism and paradox. As she did in Edie, Jean Stein weaves together the personal
recollections of an array of individuals to create an astonishing tapestry of a place like no other.

Praise for West of Eden

“Jean Stein’s enthralling new oral history, West of Eden: An American Place, brings some of [Los
Angeles’s] biggest personalities to life. . . . As she did for Edie Sedgwick in Edie: American Girl, the former
Grand Street editor harnesses a gossipy chorus of voices, including luminaries like Arthur Miller and Joan
Didion.”—Vogue

“Stein expertly orchestrates a chorus of voices—rich and famous and not-so—to create a picture of
Hollywood through the lives of five of its most powerful families, drawn to the promise of unmined riches in
the oil fields and the fool’s-gold sparkle of stardom. The tales of jaw-dropping excess, cruelty, and betrayal
are the stuff of movies, and the pleasures are immense.”—Vanity Fair

“If there is anyone still laboring under the delusion that great wealth and a couple of palm trees bring
happiness, Jean Stein’s long-awaited oral history of Los Angeles, West of Eden, should put that notion to
rest. . . . It is probably not an exaggeration to say that West of Eden is the most intelligent, painstakingly
researched work of schadenfreude yet produced.”—Katie Roiphe, Town & Country

“Jean Stein’s West of Eden is a stunning exploration of five families who made Los Angeles what it is.



Gossipy, dark, rich, mesmerizing.”—Joan Didion

“[A] compelling, occasionally gossipy, informative chronicle of the flamboyant personalities from a
storybook Hollywood era . . . [West of Eden] rivets.”—Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book West of Eden: An American Place. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book West of
Eden: An American Place. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carrie Hanks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be West of Eden: An American Place why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Mallery:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This West of Eden: An
American Place can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Winford Patterson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book West of Eden: An American Place was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book West of Eden: An American Place has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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