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Biographical sketches of the "five good" Roman emperors: Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and
Marcus Aurelius, as well as the "bad emperor" Commodus. These short biographies are followed by an
allegorical exercise in the form of imaginary letters from emperor to emperor that reveal a progression in
their characters that parallels the moral development of a single individual. To simplify: from shrewdness
(Nerva) to activity (Trajan) to knowledge (Hadrian) to virtue (Antoninus Pius) to wisdom (Marcus Aurelius).

How could Marcus Aurelius’ son Commodus (the bad guy in “Gladiator” and “Fall of the Roman Empire”)
surpass his excellent predecessors? According to history, he didn’t. He broke the string of good emperors
and his reign began an unrelenting decline in the Empire. However, he certainly tried to outdo all previous
rulers – by attaining god-consciousness. He proclaimed himself to be the reincarnation of Hercules and the
“son of God”.

This book is not a serious reappraisal of Commodus, but it may give a greater understanding of his
aspirations in light of his predecessors and his father’s values and advice (as shown in selected passages from
the famous “Meditations”).

By the author of "Great Women of Imperial Rome", "Roman Empresses", "Bulla Felix: The Roman Robin
Hood", and "Vipsania: A Roman Odyssey".
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Commodus and the Five Good Emperors.

Karen Jude:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Commodus and the Five Good
Emperors seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Commodus and the Five Good Emperors is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Commodus and the
Five Good Emperors. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bruce Jackson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Commodus and the Five Good Emperors can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Marylou Beauregard:

Beside this specific Commodus and the Five Good Emperors in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Commodus and the Five Good Emperors because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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