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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series).

Tom Seaman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be go through. Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) can be
your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Nicholas Buchanan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

John Edmondson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology
series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside
that the guide Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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