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Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap is a sequel to Whatever It Takes: How Professional Learning
Communities Respond When Kids Don t Learn (DuFour, DuFour, Eaker, & Karhanek, 2004). In Whatever It
Takes, the authors addressed the question of what happens when students don't learn. In this sequel, the
authors reiterate, reinforce, and expand upon the ideas in Whatever It Takes by exploring the following
questions: 1. Is the PLC improvement process sustainable? The authors return to two of the schools featured
in the Whatever it Takes case study to examine once again the intervention and enrichment processes they
put in place and to consider how those processes have impacted student achievement in the years since
Whatever It Takes. 2. Is this improvement process transferable? To answer this question, the authors explore
the practices of schools at different grade levels, from different parts of the country, serving very different
student populations to consider how they have transferred the research base on best practice and the
experiences of other schools to become some of the best schools in America. 3. What is the role of the
central office in promoting the professional learning communities concept throughout a district? The authors
devote three chapters to case studies that examine how three different school districts have created the
expectation that all of the schools in their districts would operate as professional learning communities. 4.
How should we enrich and extend the learning of students who are proficient? In Whatever It Takes, the
authors focused intensively on students who experienced academic difficulty. In this book, the authors
address enrichment for proficient students by illustrating how the effective implementation of the PLC
concept not only closes the gap for students who have historically struggled in schools but also raises the
achievement bar for all students. 5. What prerequisite framework must be put in place in order for schools to
create effective systems of intervention and enrichment? Creating an effective system of interventions and
enrichment must be part of a larger cultural transformation of a school; however, educators often fail to fully
appreciate the comprehensive change that must occur. In this book, the authors are explicit about the
prerequisite work a school must address and the structures that must be in place as part of the process of
creating powerful intervention and enrichment. 6. How have the changes in national educational policy
impacted the premise that schools should have a systematic plan for responding to the learning needs of
students? The authors address the future of No Child Left Behind and the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) legislation of 2004 as it relates to the professional learning community
concept. They also explore the connection between Response to Intervention (RTI) and the PLC concept.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

Here thing why this kind of Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no book that similar with Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes in e-book can be your substitute.

Raymond Brown:

The event that you get from Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes is the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Raising the Bar and
Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes instantly.

Shelia Tonn:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It
Takes was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Raising the Bar and Closing
the Gap Whatever It Takes has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that will.

Nancy Sherman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap Whatever It Takes can make you experience
more interested to read.
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