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During the mid-1790s, citizens of the newly formed United States became embroiled in a divisive debate
over a proposed commercial treaty with Great Britain. Long regarded as a pivotal event in the history of the
early republic, the controversy pitted pro-treaty Federalists against anti-treaty Jeffersonian Republicans. Yet
as Todd Estes argues in this perceptive study, the year-long debate over the ratification of the Jay Treaty
represented more than a clash over foreign policy between two nascent political parties. It also marked a
significant milestone in the role played by public opinion in the young nation's political culture.

Drawing evidence from a broad range of sources -- petitions and newspaper polemics, crowd gatherings, as
well as rhetorical exchanges on the floor of Congress -- Estes shows how both sides in the Jay Treaty debate
mounted extensive and unprecedented campaigns to marshal popular support for their positions. Although
many Americans initially opposed the treaty, the Federalists proved particularly skillful at courting the public
and eventually prevailed over their opponents, just as they had won earlier battles over neutrality, democratic
societies, and the Whiskey Rebellion. But the Republicans, Estes points out, learned from the experience,
and in the long run they would become even more adept than the Federalists at shaping public opinion.

Even at the time, amid the fierce political rhetoric and colorful street demonstrations that characterized the
Jay Treaty debate, participants recognized that important changes were taking place. Not only did the dispute
solidify party allegiances, it also legitimized and advanced popular involvement in the political process.
While some welcomed the emergence of this new, more democratic political culture, Estes concludes, others
were much more ambivalent.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Jay Treaty Debate, Public
Opinion, and the Evolution of Early American Political Culture (Political Development of the American
Nation: Studies in Politics and History) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Barbara Goodman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Jay Treaty Debate, Public Opinion, and the
Evolution of Early American Political Culture (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in
Politics and History) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Marc Starr:

Beside this specific The Jay Treaty Debate, Public Opinion, and the Evolution of Early American Political
Culture (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics and History) in your phone, it
may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Jay Treaty Debate, Public Opinion, and the Evolution of Early
American Political Culture (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics and History)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Keri Yokum:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One



of the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Jay Treaty Debate, Public Opinion, and
the Evolution of Early American Political Culture (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in
Politics and History). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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