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As the world economy becomes increasingly integrated, companies can shift production to wherever wages
are lowest and unions weakest. How can workers defend their rights in an era of mobile capital? With
national governments forced to compete for foreign investment by rolling back legal protections for workers,
fair trade advocates are enlisting consumers to put market pressure on companies to treat their workers fairly.
In Beyond the Boycott, sociologist Gay Seidman asks whether this non-governmental approach can reverse
the “race to the bottom” in global labor standards.

Beyond the Boycott examines three campaigns in which activists successfully used the threat of a consumer
boycott to pressure companies to accept voluntary codes of conduct and independent monitoring of  work
sites. The voluntary Sullivan Code required American corporations operating in apartheid-era South Africa
to improve treatment of their workers;  in India, the Rugmark inspection team provides ‘social labels’ for 
handknotted carpets made without child labor; and in Guatemala,  COVERCO monitors conditions in
factories producing clothing under contract for major American brands. Seidman compares these cases to
explore the ingredients of successful campaigns, as well as the inherent limitations facing voluntary
monitoring schemes. Despite activists’ emphasis on educating individual consumers to support ethical
companies, Seidman finds that, in practice, they have been most successful when they mobilized
institutions—such as universities, churches, and shareholder organizations. Moreover, although activists tend
to dismiss states’ capabilities, all three cases involved governmental threats of trade sanctions against
companies and countries with poor labor records. Finally, Seidman  points to an intractable difficulty of
independent workplace monitoring: since consumers rarely distinguish between monitoring schemes and
labels, companies can hand pick monitoring organizations, selecting those with the lowest standards for
working conditions and the least aggressive inspections. Transnational consumer movements can increase
the bargaining power of the global workforce, Seidman argues, but they cannot replace national governments
or local campaigns to expand the meaning of citizenship.

As trade and capital move across borders in growing volume and with greater speed, civil society and human
rights movements are also becoming more global. Highly original and thought-provoking, Beyond the
Boycott vividly depicts the contemporary movement to humanize globalization—its present and its possible
future.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Robertson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Beyond the Boycott:
Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series
in Sociology). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Jason Carr:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights,
Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology)
book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mark Authement:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational
Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology) it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Sharon Brogdon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and
Transnational Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology) why because the



great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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