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The Rise of a Prairie Statesman is the first volume of a major biography of the 1972 Democratic presidential
candidate who became America's most eloquent and prescient critic of the Vietnam War. In this masterful
book, Thomas Knock traces George McGovern's life from his rustic boyhood in a South Dakota prairie town
during the Depression to his rise to the pinnacle of politics at the 1968 Democratic National Convention in
Chicago where police and antiwar demonstrators clashed in the city's streets.

Drawing extensively on McGovern's private papers and scores of in-depth interviews, Knock shows how
McGovern's importance to the Democratic Party and American liberalism extended far beyond his 1972
presidential campaign, and how the story of postwar American politics is about more than just the rise of the
New Right. He vividly describes McGovern's harrowing missions over Nazi Germany as a B-24 bomber
pilot, and reveals how McGovern's combat experiences motivated him to earn a PhD in history and stoked
his ambition to run for Congress. When President Kennedy appointed him director of Food for Peace in
1961, McGovern engineered a vast expansion of the program's school lunch initiative that soon was feeding
tens of millions of hungry children around the world. As a senator, he delivered his courageous and
unrelenting critique of Lyndon Johnson's escalation in Vietnam—a conflict that brought their party to
disaster and caused a new generation of Democrats to turn to McGovern for leadership.

A stunning achievement, The Rise of a Prairie Statesman ends in 1968, in the wake of the assassinations of
Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy, when the "Draft McGovern" movement thrust him into the
national spotlight and the contest for the presidential nomination, culminating in his triumphal reelection to
the Senate and his emergence as one of the most likely prospects for the Democratic nomination in 1972..
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From reader reviews:

Cory Denton:

The book The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The
Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The
Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

James Haney:

Typically the book The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Karen Rodriguez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America).

Joshua Poulson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and
Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Rise of a Prairie



Statesman: The Life and Times of George McGovern (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of this time.
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