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The collapse of the Soviet Union and other Marxist regimes around the world seems to have left liberal
democracy as the only surviving ideology, and yet many scholars of political thought still find liberal
democracy objectionable, using Aristotle's Politics to support their views. In this detailed analysis of Book 3
of Aristotle's work, Clifford Angell Bates, Jr., challenges these scholars, demonstrating that Aristotle was
actually a defender of democracy.

Proving the relevance of classical political philosophy to modern democratic problems, Bates argues that
Aristotle not only defends popular rule but suggests that democracy, restrained by the rule of law, is the best
form of government. According to Aristotle, because human beings are naturally sociable, democracy is the
regime that best helps man reach his potential; and because of human nature, it is inevitable democracies will
prevail.

Bates explains why Aristotle's is a sound position between two extremes -- participatory democracy, which
romanticizes the people, and elite theory, which underrates them. Aristotle, he shows, sees the people as they
really are and nevertheless believes their self-rule, under law, is ultimately better than all competing forms.
However, the philosopher does not believe democracy should be imposed universally. It must arise out of the
given cultural, environmental, and historical traditions of a people or its will fall into tyranny.

Bates's fresh interpretation rests on innovative approaches to reading Book 3 -- which he deems vital to
understanding all of Aristotle's Politics. Examining the work in the original Greek as well as in translation,
he addresses questions about the historical Aristotle versus the posited Aristotle, the genre and structure of
the text, and both the theoretical and the dialogic nature of the work. Carting Aristotle's rhetorical strategies,
Bates shows that Book 3 is not simply a treatise but a series of dialogues that develop a nuanced defense of
democratic rule.

Bates's accessible and faithful exposition of Aristotle's work confirms that the philosopher's teachings are not
merely of historical interest but speak directly to liberal democracy's current crisis of self-understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Aristotle's "Best Regime": Kingship,
Democracy, and the Rule of Law (Political Traditions in Foreign Policy Series) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gary Lopez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Aristotle's "Best Regime": Kingship,
Democracy, and the Rule of Law (Political Traditions in Foreign Policy Series) book since this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Wheeler:

The knowledge that you get from Aristotle's "Best Regime": Kingship, Democracy, and the Rule of Law
(Political Traditions in Foreign Policy Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Aristotle's "Best Regime": Kingship, Democracy, and the Rule of Law (Political Traditions in Foreign Policy
Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Aristotle's "Best
Regime": Kingship, Democracy, and the Rule of Law (Political Traditions in Foreign Policy Series)
instantly.

Christopher Suttle:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Aristotle's "Best Regime": Kingship, Democracy, and the Rule of Law (Political



Traditions in Foreign Policy Series).
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