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Battles at Dogger Bank and Jutland revealed critical firepower, armor, and speed differences in Royal Navy
and Kaiserliche Marine (Imperial German Navy) Battlecruiser designs.

Fast-moving and formidably armed, the battlecruisers of the British and German navies first encountered one
another in 1915 at Dogger Bank and in the following year clashed near Jutland in the biggest battleship
action of all time. In the decade before World War I Britain and Germany were locked in a naval arms race
that saw the advent of first the revolutionary dreadnought, the powerful, fast-moving battleship that rendered
earlier designs obsolete, and then an entirely new kind of vessel - the battlecruiser. The brainchild of the
visionary British admiral John 'Jacky' Fisher, the battlecruiser was designed to operate at long range in
'flying squadrons', using its superior speed and powerful armament to hunt, outmanoeuvre and destroy any
opponent. The penalty paid to reach higher speeds was a relative lack of armour, but Fisher believed that
'speed equals protection'. By 1914 the British had ten battlecruisers in service and they proved their worth
when two battlecruisers, Invincible and Inflexible, sank the German armoured cruisers Scharnhorst and
Gneisenau off the Falklands in December 1914.

Based on a divergent design philosophy that emphasised protection over firepower, the Germans'
battlecruisers numbered six by January 1915, when the rival battlecruisers first clashed at Dogger Bank in
the North Sea. By this time the British battlecruisers had been given a new role - to locate the enemy fleet.
Five British battlecruisers accompanied by other vessels intercepted and pursued a German force including
three battlecruisers; although the battle was a British tactical victory with neither side losing any of its
battlecruisers, the differences in the designs of the British and German ships were already apparent. The two
sides responded very differently to this first clash; while the Germans improved their ammunition-handling
procedures to lessen the risk of disabling explosions, the British drew the opposite lesson and stockpiled
ammunition in an effort to improve their rate of fire, rendering their battlecruisers more vulnerable. The
British also failed to improve the quality of their ammunition, which had often failed to penetrate the
German ships' armour.

These differences were highlighted more starkly during the battle of Jutland in May 1916. Of the nine British
battlecruisers committed, three were destroyed, all by their German counterparts. Five German battlecruisers
were present, and of these, only one was sunk and the remainder damaged. The limitations of some of the
British battlecruisers' fire-control systems, range-finders and ammunition quality were made clear; the
Germans not only found the range more quickly, but spread their fire more effectively, and the German
battlecruisers' superior protection meant that despite being severely mauled, all but one were able to evade
the British fleet at the close of the battle. British communication was poor, with British crews relying on
ship-to-ship flag and lamp signals even though wireless communication was available. Even so, both sides
claimed victory and the controversy continues to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book British Battlecruiser vs German
Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Amy Hewitt:

This book untitled British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Bette Morgan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
British Battlecruiser vs German Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel).

Gwendolyn Smith:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This British Battlecruiser vs German
Battlecruiser: 1914-16 (Duel) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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