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Art historians have long speculated on how Vermeer achieved the uncanny mixture of detached precision,
compositional repose, and perspective accuracy that have drawn many to describe his work as
"photographic." Indeed, many wonder if Vermeer employed a camera obscura, a primitive form of camera,
to enhance his realistic effects?
In Vermeer's Camera, Philip Steadman traces the development of the camera obscura--first described by
Leonaro da Vinci--weighs the arguments that scholars have made for and against Vermeer's use of the
camera, and offers a fascinating examination of the paintings themselves and what they alone can tell us of
Vermeer's technique. Vermeer left no record of his method and indeed we know almost nothing of the man
nor of how he worked. But by a close and illuminating study of the paintings Steadman concludes that
Vermeer did use the camera obscura and shows how the inherent defects in this primitive device enabled
Vermeer to achieve some remarkable effects--the slight blurring of image, the absence of sharp lines, the
peculiar illusion not of closeness but of distance in the domestic scenes. Steadman argues that the use of the
camera also explains some previously unexplainable qualities of Vermeer's art, such as the absence of
conventional drawing, the pattern of underpainting in areas of pure tone, the pervasive feeling of reticence
that suffuses his canvases, and the almost magical sense that Vermeer is painting not objects but light itself.
Drawing on a wealth of Vermeer research and displaying an extraordinary sensitivity to the subtleties of the
work itself, Philip Steadman offers in Vermeer's Camera a fresh perspective on some of the most enchanting
paintings ever created.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the
Masterpieces book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the
Masterpieces content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Vermeer's
Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the Masterpieces is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Rosemarie Cleveland:

The book untitled Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the Masterpieces is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the
Masterpieces from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

George Miller:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to
be go through. Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the Masterpieces can be your answer as it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Kayla Congdon:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth
behind the Masterpieces was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth behind the Masterpieces has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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