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The memory of the American Civil War took many forms over the decades after the conflict ended: personal,
social, religious, and political. It was also remembered and commemorated by poets and fiction writers who
understood that the war had bequeathed both historical and symbolic meanings to American culture.
Although the defeated Confederacy became best known for producing a literature of nostalgia and an
ideological defensiveness intended to protect the South's own version of history, authors loyal to the Union
also confronted the question of what the memory of the war signified, and how to shape the literary response
to that individual and collective experience.

In Ashes of the Mind, Martin Griffin examines the work of five Northerners?three poets and two fiction
writers?who over a period of four decades tried to understand and articulate the landscape of memory in
postwar America, and in particular in that part of the nation that could, with most justification, claim the
victory of its beliefs and values. The book begins with an examination of the rhetorical grandeur of James
Russell Lowell's Harvard Commemoration Ode, ranges across Herman Melville's ironic war poetry, Henry
James's novel of North-South reconciliation, The Bostonians, and Ambrose Bierce's short stories, and ends
with the bitter meditation on race and nation presented by Paul Laurence Dunbar's elegy "Robert Gould
Shaw." Together these texts reveal how a group of representative Northern writers were haunted in different
ways by the memory of the
conflict and its fraught legacy.

Griffin traces a concern with individual and community loss, ambivalence toward victory, and a changing
politics of commemoration in the writings of Lowell, Melville, James, Bierce, and Dunbar. What links these
very different authors is a Northern memory of the war that became more complex and more compromised
as the century went on, often replacing a sense of justification and achievement with a perception of irony
and failed promise.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Allen:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern Literature,
1865-1900.

James Jernigan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory
in Northern Literature, 1865-1900 to read.

Patrick Austin:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in
Northern Literature, 1865-1900 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Amy Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern Literature, 1865-1900 can make
you feel more interested to read.
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